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Colorado Pediatric Emergency and Trauma Conference 2025
Learning Objectives 
Following the presentations, attendees should be able to: 

• Describe and evaluate emerging technologies and 
field medicine practices in the prehospital/EMS 
setting and translate advancements into 
improvements for civilian emergency care. 

• Apply evidence-based strategies for pediatric airway 
management, including video laryngoscopy 
optimization, post-intubation complication 
prevention, and algorithmic approaches to difficult 
or failed airways. 

• Discuss and implement current best practices in 
pediatric trauma care, including penetrating trauma 
evaluation, solid organ injury management, and 
nonaccidental trauma recognition. 

• Assess and manage critical airway and respiratory 
scenarios, including the use of ECMO in traumatic 
cardiac arrest, difficult airway management, and 
procedural sedation safety in emergency settings. 

• Implement team-based strategies to improve safety, 
communication, and situational awareness during 
high-stress trauma care and emergency scenarios. 

• Apply updated protocols for managing complex 
trauma presentations such as unstable pelvic 
fractures, spinal cord injuries, vascular compromise, 
and polytrauma in both adult and pediatric 
populations. 

• Summarize best practices across the continuum of 
burn care, from initial stabilization to long-term 
rehabilitation. 

• Evaluate and apply interventions for neonate 
stabilization, pediatric trauma response during 
disasters, and early mobilization strategies for 
recovery. 

• Demonstrate advanced skills in managing cardiac 
emergencies during critical care transport and in 
applying massive transfusion protocols, including 
whole blood use. 

• Integrate recent research and emerging infection 
control strategies into clinical decision-making for 
trauma and emergency care, including recognition 
and treatment of sports-related head trauma. 

Continuing Education Credit 
Medical:  Children’s Hospital Colorado is accredited by the 
Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education to 
provide continuing medical education for physicians.  

Children’s Hospital Colorado designates this live activity for a 
maximum of 13.75 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)™. Physicians 

should only claim credit commensurate with the extent of 
their participation in the activity. 

Nursing:  Children’s Hospital Colorado is approved with 
distinction as a provider of nursing continuing professional 
development by Colorado Nurses Association, an accredited 
approver by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s 
Commission on Accreditation. This educational offering for 
13.75 nursing contact hours is provided by Children’s Hospital 
Colorado. 

EMS:  Children's Hospital Colorado is an approved provider of 
EMS continuing education through the Colorado Department 
of Public Health and Environment, Health Facilities and 
Emergency Medical Services Division. Children's Hospital 
Colorado is EMS Training Group #EO49. This education 
offering is good for 13.75 hours. 

General Attendance: A general certificate of attendance will 
be available for all other care providers. 

Overview 
The Colorado Pediatric Emergency and Trauma conference 
provides education for state-of-the-art care of the pediatric 
trauma patient in both the pre-hospital setting and through 
the continuum of inpatient care.  

Learner Outcome 
Learners will self-report expanded knowledge of care of 
traumatized patients and identify available resources for 
pediatric trauma care to be brought back to their areas of 
practice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Wednesday, November 12, 2025 

7:30 a.m. Registration & Breakfast 

8:00 Welcome & Opening Remarks 

8:10 Trauma Team Safety and Awareness 

Lalit Bijaj, MD 

8:55 Emergency Airway Techniques and Case 
Studies 

Chris Nichols, MD 

9:40 Managing Solid Organ Injuries, Best 
Practices and Case Studies 

Shannon Acker, MD 

10:25 Break 

10:40  Effective Communication and 
Collaboration in Chaotic Situations 

Shannon Flood, MD 

11:25 The Role of Whole Blood in Mass 
Transfusion 

Tom Schroeppel, MD 

12:10 p.m. Lunch Provided 

1:00 Trauma Arrest: Transitioning from CPR to 
ECMO 

Cam Gunville, MD, Pepe Diaz Miron, MD, 
Andrea Blake, MD 

1:45 Breakout Sessions 

Trauma Sessions 
Yale Room 

CCT Sessions 
Princeton Room 

1:45 Sedation in the ED 
Mark Roback, MD 

Neonatal Emergencies 
Callie Searley, RN 

 

2:30 Care of the Multiply 
Injured Patient 
Star Nixon, MD 

Cardiac Emergencies in 
CCT 
Carly Scahill, MD 

3:15 

 

Comprehensive Burn 
Care: From Emergency 
Intervention to Long 
Term Care 
John Wiersch, MD 

Management of the 
Challenging Pediatric 
Airway: VL Strategies 
and Post-Intubation 
Pitfalls 
Andy Krack, MD 

 

4:00 Evaluation & Adjourn  

Thursday, November 13, 2025 

7:30 a.m. Registration & Breakfast 

8:00 Welcome & Opening Remarks 

8:10 Natural Disasters and Pediatric Trauma: 
Preparedness and Response 

Claire Gahm, MD 

8:55 Spinal Cord Injuries 

Clay Samples, MD 

9:40 Evaluation and Management of 
Penetrating Trauma 

Cory McLaughlin, MD 

10:25 Break 

10:40  Field Medicine: Insights from Army Medics 
and Prehospital EMS 

Candise Dunham, RN 

11:25  Head Injuries in Sports 

Julie Wilson, MD, Brittney Millet, RN 

12:10 p.m. Lunch Provided 

1:00 Early Detection and Management of 
Unstable Pelvic Fractures 

Erika Valentine, MD, Julia Sanders, MD 

1:45 Breakout Sessions 

Trauma Sessions 
Yale Room 

EMS Sessions 
Princeton Room 

1:45 More Than Bruises: A 
Forensic Lens on Pediatric 
Nonaccidental Trauma 
Denise Abdoo, NP 

Practice Changing 
Articles of 2025 
Maria Mandt, MD 

2:30 Vascular Compromise in 
Trauma 
Max Wohlauer, MD 

Emerging Pathogens 
Samuel Dominguez, 
MD, PhD 

3:15 Early Mobilization: 
Enhancing Recovery 
Outcomes for Pediatric 
Trauma Patients 
Jessica MacDonald, DPT, 
Alyssa Combs, OT, Erin 
Altman, OT 

AI & VR in EMS 
Robert Putfark, EMS 

 

4:00  Evaluation & Adjourn  

 



 

 

 

Faculty 
Shannon Acker, MD 
Associate Professor, Pediatric Surgery 
Children's Hospital Colorado  

Andrew Krack, MD, MS  
Assistant Professor of Pediatrics  
CHCO Attending Pediatric Emergency Physician   
Associate Director, Resuscitation, Section of Emergency 
Medicine 
 
Robert Putfark EMS  
Captain Arvada Fire Protection District 

Andrea Blake, DO, FACS 
Trauma/Acute Care Surgeon 
Premier Surgeons 

Cory McLaughlin, MD, FAAP, FACS 
Assistant Professor of Surgery 
University of Colorado and Children’s Hospital Colorado 

Samuel Dominguez, MD, PhD  
Professor of Pediatrics and Epidemiology  
Medical Director, Children’s Hospital Colorado Clinical 
Microbiology Laboratory 

D. Clay Samples, MD 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Neurosurgery 
Children’s Hospital Colorado 
University of Colorado
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